Wissahickon School District

601 Knight Road

Ambler, Pennsylvania  19002-3496

	Name of Meeting: Policy Committee 

	Date
	Start
	End
	Next Meeting
	Prepared By

	January 29, 2008
	4:30 p.m.
	5:45 p.m.
	February 19, 2008
	Teena Derkosh


	Attended By
	Copies To

	Seth Grant                       Stan Durtan
Betsy Cornish

Janice Singer

Pat Latimer

Barbara Moyer

Mike Peale
	Committee Members


	Item
	Summary
	Responsible
	Due Date

	1.
	Policy Drafts – Ready for Committee Discussion and Review
	
	

	
	#902 School Volunteers (new)
	Stan Durtan
	

	
	A draft policy was created that addressed two distinct categories of school volunteers.  Based upon the research and information previously received from Mr. Wolpert, legally volunteers are not required to secure clearances. The research indicated that school districts in the Commonwealth handle this issue in different ways.  Policy implications would create a different standing than has been the District’s current practice for volunteers. Committee members discussed the myriad of ways the community is engaged as volunteers and expenses associated with clearances.  The committee agreed that it was appropriate to have volunteers sign a statement indicating that they have not been convicted of a crime rather than securing clearances.  Suggested changes will be incorporated into the policy and the committee will review the policy at their next meeting.
	
	

	
	#805 Emergency Preparedness (new)
	Stan Durtan
Judy Clark
	

	
	This policy was developed, in part, due to the focus on pandemics during recent months and references the District’s comprehensive plan for dealing with potential disruptions of school.  This policy is not required by law; however, the adoption of such a policy reassures students, staff, parents/guardians and members of the community that the school is prepared to safeguard the health and welfare of the school community.  Throughout the years it has become necessary for schools to be prepared for countless hazards such as natural disasters, fires, and bomb threats, and more recently terrorism, bioterrorism and pandemics.  State law does require school entities to develop and implement a comprehensive disaster response and emergency preparedness plan.  The emergency preparedness plan should serve as a foundation for the school entity’s preparation for and response to any crisis.   
	
	

	
	Committee members discussed the continuity of student learning and core operations if there should be a need to close schools.  
	
	

	
	The District currently has an emergency preparedness plan.  Mrs. Clark will be consulted on the current emergency preparedness plan and provisions that are contained in them for continuity of student learning.  Minor changes will be made and this policy will appear for First Reading at the February 11, 2008 Board Meeting.
	
	

	
	#109 Community Channel Access (new)
	Stan Durtan
	

	
	This policy was deferred for action on second reading at the January 14, 2008 Public School Board Meeting after amendments were made from a community member’s input and concern regarding the policy not adequately differentiating between programs and announcements being permitted on the District’s cable channel.
	
	

	
	Committee members discussed the content changes and the differential between programs and announcements.  Committee members also discussed their desire to restrict programming to content of educational value. Minor changes will be made and this policy will appear for First Reading at the February 11, 2008 Board Meeting.
	
	

	
	OTHER:
	
	

	
	Mrs. Moyer suggested review of the current public records policy after a question was posed by a community member regarding purchase cost for a videotape of a board meeting. 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Next Meeting: February 19, 2008
	
	

	
	Agenda:
· #902 School Volunteers (new)
	
	

	
	· #801 Public Documents (existing)
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