BOARD CURRICULUM / TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

MINUTES – 2/11/08


Wissahickon School District

601 Knight Road

Ambler, Pennsylvania  19002-3496

	BOARD CURRICULUM / TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

	Date
	Start
	End
	Next Meeting
	Prepared By

	2/11/08
	5:30 PM
	6:15 PM
	TBD
	Sandy Rosala


	Attended By
	Copies To

	Board Members:      Betsy Cornish, Seth Grant, Patricia Latimer, Barbara  

                                  Moyer, Burunda Prince-Jones
CO Administrators:  Carl Atkinson, Judith Clark, Deborah Cline, Stefani  

                                  Hite, Concetta Lupo, Linda Secouler

Other Professional Staff:  William Hayes, Susan Incorvia, Jane Olley
	Committee Members
Board Agenda


	Item
	Summary
	Responsible
	Due Date

	1.
	High School Update (Discussion)
	William Hayes
	

	
	· Graduation Project Letter

1. Mr. Hayes stated that a letter will be sent to the parents of juniors and seniors to clarify a misunderstanding regarding how the project is noted on student transcripts.  The letter will state that students will continue to receive a “pass” or “fail” grade (with a commendable distinction, if appropriate).
2. A committee member stated that there was a rumor that the project would be phased out / discontinued.  A statement will be added to the letter to clarify that the project will continue.

· Chemistry

1. At a previous committee meeting, a concern was raised regarding the ability of 11th graders, who have not had Chemistry, to score proficient on the science PSSA (mandatory testing begins this spring).

2. Students must first have appropriate math courses as a foundation for Chemistry.

3. All current 10th graders will be encouraged to take Chemistry; those who don’t have the required math will be guided to the Bridges course.
4. Beginning with the Class of 2010, Chemistry will be a requirement for graduation.
	
	

	2.
	Technology Update (Discussion)
	Deborah Cline
	

	
	· Wireless network – completed and fully operational.

· All teachers and instructional administrators have laptop computers.

· Additional student computer access has been provided to the schools (except one cart short at WMS).


	
	

	
	· Piloting 1:1 in four classrooms (functional since the first of September).  Added 11 additional classrooms at WHS (paid for by state grant money).

· 50 eClassrooms – all equipment and software in place and being utilized.
· Collecting anecdotal data – will have mid-point and end-of-year information.
	
	

	3.
	Classrooms for the Future Grant (CFF)
	Deborah Cline
	

	
	· Funding was received and equipment was purchased to add eleven 1:1 classrooms at the high school.

· The District’s goal was to distribute and have all laptops functional at the start of the second semester.

· All 12 classrooms are “up and running”.

· Training has taken place for the Leadership Team at the high school (Ryan Perlman, Jim Shoemaker, Dianne Krause).

· CFF teachers will receive training this week.

· Part of the grant requirement is to submit data to the state using two protocols (one identifying the technology, one identifying its use).

· Mr. Atkinson is completing the state-required observations and also collecting teacher and student data/surveys.
	
	

	4.
	Graduation Survey (Discussion)
	Jane Olley
	

	
	· WSD subscribes to an educational research service – StudentTracker for High Schools (an on-line service offered by the National Student Clearinghouse).

· This service give us the ability to track individual students by providing information such as:

1. college enrollment

2. length of education

3. drop outs and transfers

4. degrees earned (undergraduate and graduate)

· We are currently compiling information on WSD graduates from 2003 to 2007.  Two reports were provided to committee members:

1. By class, the number of graduates from post-secondary institutions as of January 2008

2. Number of students enrolled in a post-secondary institution as of January 2008

· A post-secondary survey has been created and will be mailed (and also made available on-line) to all 2003 to 2007 graduates.  The purpose of the survey is to obtain information as to how students feel WHS prepared them for after-graduation choices.  This survey will align with the survey that is filled out annually by members of the senior class.
	
	

	
	· It was suggested that we ask students to provide their current e-mail address, as we might have a better response rate with an on-line survey.  In addition, the District will provide a letter which includes the web access address.

· Mrs. Clark requested that committee members provide their input regarding the length of the survey and questions asked.  Mrs. Clark would like to send the survey out within the next month.
	
	

	5.
	January 18, 2008 In-Service Update
	Linda Secouler
	

	
	Ms. Secouler provided copies of correspondence and information regarding the January 18th In-Service and noted that there were several “firsts” for this day.

· A number of technology workshops were offered in the morning.

· Staff registered on-line for the first time.

· There was positive feedback from the on-line evaluation.

· Afternoon sessions were designed to meet the needs of specific groups of professional staff (e.g., eClassroom teachers’ meetings, Autistic Support Staff [Verbal Behavior], Speech/Language Teachers’ meeting).  Plus a Health Fair was conducted at WHS.
	
	

	6.
	Gaskin Settlement (Discussion)
	Judith Clark
	

	
	· Mrs. Clark stated that additional information was needed to give the committee a full report.

· This settlement will have an impact on the District with regard to:

1. inclusion in the regular ed classroom

2. the number of aides and the number of students in a classroom.

· There are concerns regarding the financial impact on the District – could require double the number of current aides.

· This item will be a topic for discussion at a future meeting.
	
	

	
	Next Meeting:  To be determined
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