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                                  Hite, Concetta Lupo, Linda Secouler
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	Committee Members

Board Agenda


	Item
	Summary
	Responsible
	Due Date

	1.
	Update on Report Cards
	Linda Secouler Stefani Hite
	

	
	Dr. Hite presented a PowerPoint on the elementary standards-based progress reports for grades K-5.  She stated that:

· Benchmarks are used to determine student progress toward meeting the standards.
· They provide a broader base of information related to teaching and learning.
· They are delivered electronically via Performance Pathways.
Over the course of year one:

· Presentations were made to the Board.
· District-wide and school-based meetings were held.
· Parent handbooks were developed for each grade level.
· Conferencing guidelines were developed and grade- and school-level meetings were held with teachers in order to provide consistency in grading practices.
Feedback was received from families and community members.  Concerns were related to:

· Pre-fabricated comments --  too blunt/impersonal.  Need narrative input.

· Eliminate redundancies and large number of descriptors.

The report card committee met to discuss and analyze all facets of the report card.

· An unused column (2nd trimester) was eliminated.
· The achievement key was rewritten for clarity.
· Added student’s DRA level.

· Attendance information is more specific.
· Supporting materials (e.g. parent handbooks) have been updated.
· In addition to the drop-down menu comments, there will be a narrative section added.

Changes are being reviewed with teachers during in-service times so that all are consistent with their assessment practices.

This item will be placed on the Board agenda for the October 22nd meeting.
	
	


	Item
	Summary
	Responsible
	Due Date

	2.
	Update on Technology
	Deborah Cline
	

	
	· Ms. Cline stated that the “Classroom for the Future” grant writing team has been selected.  They will meet next week.

· Ten additional classrooms will benefit from the additional funds.  Grant revisions will be submitted, and when approved, the computers will be purchased.

· Six thousand dollars can be used for the infrastructure, plus $250/class for technology support.

· Apple provides the software and installation.

· Next year, depending on the state budget, the District might receive additional funding for one year.

· Included (in the $457,000 grant we received) is a $30,000 stipend for the “coach.”  The coach receives training and, in turn, will train other staff.

· Formal acceptance of the grant will be an agenda item at a future Board meeting.

· At a Curriculum Council meeting, building principals discussed how to observe eClassroom teachers and began developing a database of best practices.

· A technology survey was sent to staff.  Responses are due back on October 12th.

· At a district-wide in-service on October 12th, secondary staff will have a “menu” of tech workshops from which to choose for their afternoon session.

· These sessions will become the “Tech Tuesday” workshops that will be offered once or twice each month.
	
	

	3.
	Status of Mandatory AP Testing
	 William Hayes
	

	
	All students taking AP courses are expected to take the AP exam, and there are funds in the District budget designated for these tests.  Mr. Hayes provided a handout reflecting the percentage of students who took the AP exams in 2007 and stated that this fall, a letter was sent home to the parents/guardians of AP students reminding them that the test is mandatory/required.  Some committee members felt there should be some consequence for failure to take the test such as:

· Earning Honors instead of AP credit for the course
· Having it reflected on their transcript.
· Impacting the student’s class rank.
The language for communicating this to students and parents will be presented to the committee at a future meeting and will be included in the Course of Study booklet.
	
	


	Item
	Summary
	Responsible
	Due Date

	
	Committee members felt that since students enrolled in AP courses are required to take the exam, the cost for taking the test should remain a line item in the District budget.
	
	

	4.
	Update on Tenth Grade PSAT Testing
	William Hayes
	

	
	Mr. Hayes stated that last year was the first year all 10th graders had to take the PSAT.  On October 17th, all 10th graders (and any 11th graders who want to) will take the test.  He stated that guidance counselors contacted all AP potential students.  There was discussion regarding the need to also encourage capable students to enroll in Honors courses, and that parents should be contacted to inform them of their children’s options.  Mr. Hayes stated that this would be accomplished during the course selection process.
	
	

	5.
	Status of Curriculum Reviews in Process
	Linda Secouler
Judith Clark
	

	
	Ms. Secouler reviewed the status of the curriculum reviews in Social Studies, Health/Phys Ed. Language Arts/English, ESL, Mathematics, Applied Arts, and Science.  She noted that at the secondary level, there are curriculum assessments for mathematics and science.  Curriculum assessments for language arts will begin this year.  At the elementary level, there is a curriculum assessment for mathematics.
Due to the numerous changes and improvements being made at every level of the curriculum reviews and the efforts being placed on the implementation of the District’s technology initiative, the committee was asked to consider a one school-year delay in the World Language and Fine Arts reviews.  Committee members agreed to the one-year delay.
	
	

	6.
	2007 12th Grade Survey
	Judith Clark
	

	
	Mrs. Clark provided the following handouts:

· 2007 Senior Exit Survey Questions

· Comparison of 2006 and 2007 Senior Exit Survey Responses

· Demographics and Analysis by Category of 2006 and 2007 Senior responses

· 2007 Categories/Comments

She then asked for input on questions to be included on the alumni questionnaire, which will be sent to individuals who graduated five years ago.  The committee suggested querying:
· How a WSD education prepared students for post-high school endeavors; gather data on benefits and gaps in their education.
· What types of skills were lacking in their education.
There was discussion regarding the possibility of doing an assessment on drug and alcohol use (both within and outside school).

It is intended that the survey will be sent to members of the Class of 2002 this fall.

The committee discussed the possibility of using a “raffle” as an incentive for students to participate.
	
	

	Item
	Summary
	Responsible
	Due Date

	
	Mrs. Clark will prepare the survey and present it to the Committee at a future meeting.
	
	

	7.
	Technology Update / American Education Week
	Deborah Cline
	

	
	Ms. Cline discussed the possibility of offering a tour of the schools during American Education Week so that our community members would have an opportunity to observe the technology being used.  She would also like to have the event videotaped and placed on the District website and cable channel.
	
	

	8.
	Other
	
	

	
	1. Mrs. Clark stated that the speed writing course will not run this semester.  As a result, she asked the committee’s approval to use the $11,000 designated for the “hand helds” to be used for Smart Boards for the three business education classes.  (Computers are already in those classrooms.)  The committee approved.

2. The issue of pre-school was discussed as it relates to the District’s kindergarten program.

· Contact local pre-schools to communicate District expectations for kindergarten students.
	
	

	
	Next Meeting:  To Be Determined
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