Order of Business #4-08
Board of School Directors

WISSAHICKON SCHOOL DISTRICT

February 25, 2008

A Regular Public Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Wissahickon School District was held on the above date in the Administration Offices.  The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by Mrs. Latimer, President.


On roll call, the following Directors were present:   Mrs. Cornish, Mrs. Moyer, Mr. Park, Mrs. Prince-Jones, Mrs. Singer, Mr. Stanton, Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Latimer.
Mr. Grant was absent.

Also present were:  Mrs. Clark, Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Salanik, Business Administrator; Ms. Regan, Director of Personnel; Ms. Secouler, Director of Curriculum and Instruction; Ms. Fields, WMS Principal; Mr. Malone, WMS Assistant Principal; Mr. Andrzejewski, WMS Assistant Principal; Mr. Hayes, WHS Principal and Mr. Peale, Solicitor.  Dr. Durtan, Superintendent of Schools arrived after the meeting began.

Interested staff members, parents, students, and members of the community were present in the audience.


The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
a.
No member of the pubic addressed the Board of School Directors.
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

a. Mrs. Moyer moved, seconded by Mrs. Williams, approval of the Minutes of February 11, 2008 as previously distributed.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.

b. 
Meeting Dates:
March 17 and April 14, 2008, 7:30 p.m., 

Administration Offices.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER

a.
Mr. Salanik presented reports on the various funds and accounts of the District for the month of January 2008.  He noted that all reports were reconciled with their depositories.  Mrs. Moyer moved, seconded by Mrs. Williams, acceptance and minuting of the Treasurer’s Report for January 2008, per Document A-1.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.

REPORT OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT
a.
2008-2009 Budget Update.  Mr. Salanik reported on budget discussions that were held at the recent Board Retreat Session.  Members of the Board and administration reviewed updated changes that had occurred from the preliminary budget.  Discussions ensued regarding major impact item requests and 5 year budget projections.  The adoption of the proposed final budget is scheduled for March 17, 2008 and adoption of the final budget is scheduled for April 28, 2008.   A Public Board Budget Work Session is being considered for Monday, March 3, 2008.
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

Mrs. Clark presented the following items.
a.
In commemoration of Raymond Vaneman – 1st Grade Blue Bell Elementary School Student.  Mrs. Clark with great sadness on behalf of the Wissahickon School District and the Wissahickon Board of School Directors offered sincere condolences to the family and friends of Raymond Vaneman.  Raymond was a 1st grade student at Blue Bell Elementary School who recently passed away after a serious illness.  The District’s counselors, psychologists, and other pupil services staff will continue to be available to support any student who needs assistance during this difficult time.  
A moment of silence was observed in memory of Raymond Vaneman.

b.
Recognition of 2007 National Merit Scholar Finalists.  Mr. Hayes reported over one million high school juniors in nearly 21,000 high schools enter the National Merit Program.  18,000 students were chosen as Semi-Finalists and 15,000 students were chosen as Finalists.  Mr. Hayes was pleased to announce that Wissahickon High School seniors had tremendous success this year.  Mr. Hayes and Mrs. Clark congratulated students and their parents for receipt of this prestigious award.  Laura Beckman, Natalie Morris, Frank Qin, Amogh Karnik, Rosalie Hooper, Stephanie Guerra and Michael Sun were named 07 National Merit Scholar Finalists.  
c.
Technology Presentation - Wissahickon Middle School.  Ms. Fields, Mr. Malone Mr. Andrzejewski, Ms. Grosch and Mr. Illuminati provided a snapshot of a typical day at the middle school and the use of the new technology by staff and students.  Opening day activities at the middle school for the faculty was an introduction to the new technology initiatives.  Every team at the middle school currently participates in a Moodle Site that allows them to communicate with each other and to students and parents.  Mr. Malone provided an interactive demonstration on the utilization of the site.  Ms. Grosch reported on her daily use of the Smartboard and what a wonderful opportunity it is.  Students arrive to class everyday knowing what their expectations are.  Students are highly engaged in learning and continuously are using higher level thinking skills.  A brief presentation was also done on the multimedia suite.  Ms. Fields acknowledged the student technology crew, Bill Moyle and student lunch media lab crew, Garrett Scheliga; Andrew Herbert; Corinne Hite; Emily Ostrow.
Mrs. Prince-Jones posed a question regarding multimedia suite and commented on the technology presentations and enthusiasm for instructional learning that was expressed.
REPORT OF STUDENT BOARD REPRESENTATIVES

a.
Nikita Kandpal provided information on events and activities that recently took place at the high school.  She specifically remarked on the great opportunity that was provided to sophomores today who traveled to the Holocaust Museum in Washington.  
REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR
a.
Mr. Peale reported on the Right to Know Law that will go into effect January 1, 2009.   The new law will contain different rules and regulations pertaining to public records.  Mr. Peale will provide more information as the effective date becomes nearer.
REPORT ON COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
a.
Curriculum /Technology Committee – Mrs. Moyer-No report.
b.
Facilities /Transportation Committee – Mr. Stanton

The Facilities/Transportation Committee will meet on March 12, 2008 at 5:00 p.m., in the Central Office Large Conference Room.

c.
Finance Committee – Mr. Park-No report.
d.
I. U. Legislative Committee – Mr. Stanton

The I.U. Legislative Committee met on February 20, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., at the Intermediate Unit.  Committee members discussed the Legislative Report on state issues that were provided by Dr. Richardson and Governor Rendell’s budget proposal.  
The I.U. Legislative Committee will meet on March 19, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., at the Intermediate Unit.

e.
I.U. Board of Directors – Mrs. Prince-Jones
The I.U. Board of Directors will meet on February 27, 2008 at 7:45 p.m., at the Intermediate Unit.

f.
North Montco Technical Career Center – Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Latimer

The Joint Operating Committee met on February 20, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., at North Montco.  Routine business items were conducted and discussions occurred on the renovations project and state funds that might be available to reduce costs.  
The Joint Operating Committee will meet on March 17, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., at North Montco.

g.
Policy Committee – Mr. Grant – Mrs. Latimer on behalf of Mr. Grant
The Policy Committee met on February 19, 2008 at 4:30 p.m., in the Central Office Large Conference Room.  Report on meeting was deferred.
Approval of First Reading on Public Behavior on School Property and at School 
Events Policy, per Document B-1.    Item was deferred for action.
Approval of Second and Final Reading on Emergency Preparedness Policy, per 
Document B-2.  Item was deferred for action.
The Policy Committee will meet on March 18, 2008 at 4:30 p.m., in the Central Office Large Conference Room.

h.
Committee Meeting Minutes – Mrs. Latimer
Approval of February 11, 2008 Curriculum/Technology and February 5, 2008 
Finance Committee Meeting Minutes, per Documents B-3 and B-4.    Mr. Stanton 

moved, seconded by Mrs. Prince-Jones.  By voice vote, the motion was 
unanimously approved.
REPORT ON PERSONNEL


Ms. Regan recommended approval of the following action items.
a.
Retirements/Resignations/Terminations, Appointments, Leave of Absences, Change of Status and/or Salary, and Co-Curricular Resignations, Appointments, Change of Status and/or Salary, per Document C-1.   Mrs. Moyer moved, 

seconded by Mrs. Singer.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
b,c,
Additional Degree Status Changes, Additional Theme Reader Assignments for the 
d,e,
2007-2008 school year, Additions to the Professional and Support Staff Substitute

   f.
Listings for the 2007-2008 school year, Addition to the Part-Time/Casual Salaries for the 2007-2008 school year and Requests for Conference Attendance, per Documents C-2, C-3, C-4, C-5 and C-6.   Mr. Stanton moved, seconded by Mrs. Singer.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
REPORT ON PUPIL AND INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES


Mrs. Clark recommended approval of the following action items.
a.
Preliminary approval for planning Extended Field Trips for:

Members of the Robotics Team to “First Championship” competition in Atlanta, Georgia, April 16 – 20, 2008; Members of the German-American Partnership Program to Washington, DC, April 10 & 11, 2008, per Documents D-1 and D-2.
Mr. Stanton moved, seconded by Mrs. Williams.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
b.
Preliminary and final approval for planning Extended Field Trip for members of the Robotics Team to Robotics Competition in Annapolis, Maryland, March 12 – 15, 2008, per Document D-3.   Mr. Stanton moved, seconded by Mrs. Williams.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
c.
Final approval for planning an Extended Field Trip for members of WHS Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) to state competition in Hershey, Pennsylvania, March 31 – April 2, 2008, per Document D-4.   Mrs. Williams moved, seconded by Mrs. Prince-Jones.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
d.
Tuition Contract with Hill Top Preparatory School, for one special education student to receive special education services for the 2nd semester of the 2007-08 school year, total amount not to exceed $16,300.00, per Document D-5.   Mrs. Williams moved, seconded by Mrs. Moyer.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
REPORT ON PLANT AND EQUIPMENT


Mr. Salanik recommended approval of the following action item.

a.
Non-Reimbursable Projects, PDE-3074(a) for Repairs to the High School Gym Sound System, $65,000, per Document E-1.   Mr. Stanton moved, seconded by Mrs. Williams.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
REPORT ON FINANCE


Mr. Salanik recommended approval of the following action item.
a.
Financial Reports, per Document F-1.   Mr. Park moved, seconded by Mrs. Singer.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
PUBLIC AND BOARD COMMENTS
a.
No member of the public addressed the Board of School Directors.

Dr. Durtan arrived at the meeting.
b.
Mrs. Williams commented on the informative and valuable Board Retreat Session that was held this past Saturday.
ADJOURNMENT
a.
Mrs. Latimer recommended approval of Adjournment of Meeting.
Mrs. Williams moved, seconded by Mrs. Prince-Jones.  By voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Board, Mrs. Latimer adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m.

ATTACHMENTS
The following documents are attached as a part of these minutes:

Document A-1, Acceptance of Treasurers Report for January 2008.

Document B-1, Approval of First Reading on Public Behavior on School Property and at School Events Policy.  Item was deferred for action.
Document B-2, Approval of Second and Final Reading on Emergency Preparedness Policy.  Item was deferred for action.
Documents B-3, B-4, Approval of 2/11/08 Curriculum/Technology and 2/5/08 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes.

Document C-1, Approval of Retirements/Resignations/Terminations, Appointments, Leave of Absences, Change of Status and/or Salary, and Co-Curricular Resignations, Appointments, Change of Status and/or Salary.

Documents C-2, C-3, C-4, C-5, C-6, Additional Degree Status Changes, Additional 
Theme Reader Assignments for the 2007-2008 school year, Additions to the Professional 

and Support Staff Substitute Listings for the 2007-2008 school year, Addition to the Part-
Time/Casual Salaries for the 2007-2008 school year and Requests for Conference 
Attendance.
Documents D-1, D-2, Preliminary approval for planning Extended Field Trips for:

Members of the Robotics Team to “First Championship” competition in Atlanta, Georgia, 
April 16 – 20, 2008; Members of the German-American Partnership Program to 
Washington, DC, April 10 & 11, 2008.

Document D-3, Preliminary and Final approval Extended Field Trip – Robotics Team to

Robotics Competition – Annapolis, MD – 3-12-15/08.

Document D-4, Final approval Extended Field Trip – WHS Future Business Leaders of 

America – State Competition – Hershey, PA -  3/31-4/2/08.

Document D-5, Approval of Tuition Contract – Hilltop Preparatory School, 1 special 
education student, 2nd semester for the 07-08.
Document E-1, Approval of Non-Reimbursable Projects, Repairs to WHS Gym Sound 

System - $65,000.

Document F-1, Approval of Financial Reports.






Respectfully submitted,







Robert A. Salanik, Secretary
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